
Texas BASS Federation Nation 

-  50+ Senior Open Team Tournament - 

Must be 50 or Older 

July 19, 2009 

Lake Belton 

Temples Lake Park Pavilion 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SPONSORED BY 

 
Trailering is Allowed 

Registration 7/18/09 
2:00 PM  to 6:00PM  

Temples Lake Park Boat Ramp 

 
 5 Fish Per Team 

14" Minimum Length 

Two Man Team Format 
Individuals can fish but must pay the 

team entry fee. 

 

 
 

Qualify for Skeeter Real Money 
Contingency 

Must be a member of B.A.S.S. 

 
Click here to become a member 

http://sports.espn.go.com/outdoors/bassm
aster/index   

 

Contestants do not have to be a member of  
the Texas BASS Federation Nation 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 



 

Texas BASS Federation Nation 

- 50+ Senior Open Team Tournament - 

July 19, 2009, Lake Belton 

Must be 50 or Older 

Must be 50 years old in 2009 

Register online at http://www.texas-bass.com/sanctionedevents/  

 

$150.00 per team early entry (Postmarked by 7/10/09) 

$150.00 per team when registering at the lake 
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Registration 2:00 PM – 6:00 PM 

 
At the Temples Lake Park Boat Ramp 

    

 

    
SundaySundaySundaySunday----    July 19July 19July 19July 19,,,,    2002002002009999    

    
Trailering is Allowed 

 
Start Fishing At 6:30 AM 

Must be checked in at the dock by 3:00 PM 
Weigh In At 3:00 PM 

 
Awards Ceremony will be at the weigh in site 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

1. RULE CHANGES:1. RULE CHANGES:1. RULE CHANGES:1. RULE CHANGES:   Great effort, study and research have gone into the formulation of these rules. In the event of a 
rule violation, the Tournament Director may impose such sanctions, as he deems appropriate, including, without 
limitation disqualification, forfeiture of prizes, entry fees and prohibition from participation in subsequent 
tournaments. The decision of the Tournament Director or tournament officials shall be final.  

2. PARTICIPANTS AND ELIGIBILITY:2. PARTICIPANTS AND ELIGIBILITY:2. PARTICIPANTS AND ELIGIBILITY:2. PARTICIPANTS AND ELIGIBILITY: Participation in this tournament is open to all members in good standing of the 
Texas B.A.S.S. Federation Nation and B.A.S.S. Members who are 50 or older. Anglers whose 50th birthday falls in 2009 
are eligible.  Proof of AGE & B.A.S.S. membership to the satisfaction of tournament officials is the responsibility of 
competitors.  Team must pay a One (1) time $40 membership fee.  DURING THE OFFICIAL PRACTICE AND COMPETITION 
DAYS NO CONTESTANT MAY OPERATE A BOAT UNLESS PROOF OF BOAT LIABILITY INS. OF $300,000 OR MORE WITH 
EFFECTIVE DATES DURING THE TOURNAMENT WEEK. InsurancInsurancInsurancInsurance will not be required to be sent in with the tournament e will not be required to be sent in with the tournament e will not be required to be sent in with the tournament e will not be required to be sent in with the tournament 
registration, but will be required to be on the boat and ready for check if asked. If the insurance binder is not registration, but will be required to be on the boat and ready for check if asked. If the insurance binder is not registration, but will be required to be on the boat and ready for check if asked. If the insurance binder is not registration, but will be required to be on the boat and ready for check if asked. If the insurance binder is not 
available when/if requested the boater would be disqualifiedavailable when/if requested the boater would be disqualifiedavailable when/if requested the boater would be disqualifiedavailable when/if requested the boater would be disqualified. Note: At Tournament official discretion, known 
jackpotters may be required to pay the entry for the current event and two other entries plus all championship and 
membership fees  

3. PREPREPREPRE----TOURNAMENT PRACTICE AND OFF LIMITSTOURNAMENT PRACTICE AND OFF LIMITSTOURNAMENT PRACTICE AND OFF LIMITSTOURNAMENT PRACTICE AND OFF LIMITS: The practice fishing hours and off-limits may vary by region. Obtain a 
copy of the rules from the region you intend to fish or check with tournament Directors.  Saturday prior to the event 
from 6:00 a.m. until 5:00 p.m. is official practice day and hours. Off limits will be observed from Sunday midnight the 
week prior through 5:00 a.m. the weekend of the tournament. During the official practice, and during the 
tournament, a competitor may not have the assistance or advice of anyone for the purpose of locating or catching 
bass other than another contestant; the only exception to this rule is that a spouse or child may practice with their 
spouse or parent. No skin diving or scuba diving on the tournament waters during official practice or tournament 
days. No use of CB Radios, VHF marine band radio, cellular phones for the purpose of locating or catching fish. All 
of the above may be used in the case of an emergency for location purposes only. Each contestant agrees to report 
any violation of these rules immediately to the tournament director. Failure to do so could result in your 
disqualification.  By your participation in this event you agree to submit to a polygraph test should you be accused of 
any rule violation. The administration and interpretation of the polygraph test shall be solely the responsibility of 
the tournament director. The Tournament Director shall select the place, the individual, and the scope of questions. 
The contestant shall make them available at their expense for this examination. Guides may not be hired 30 days prior 
to the event on tournament waters.  

 (a) LAUNCHING AND TRAILERINGLAUNCHING AND TRAILERINGLAUNCHING AND TRAILERINGLAUNCHING AND TRAILERING:  To help alleviate traffic at host marina contestants may launch their boat at 5:00 
a.m. on practice and tournament day, but may not begin practice fishing until 6:00 a.m.  Contestants may launch from 
any public or private ramp on the tournament lake to which they have legal access. Trailering is allowed for all 
team events.  Trailering to weigh-in site is permitted if your livewell system is adequate to maintain the fish in a 
healthy condition. 

(b) TOURNAMENT FISHING HOURS:TOURNAMENT FISHING HOURS:TOURNAMENT FISHING HOURS:TOURNAMENT FISHING HOURS: On tournament day you may start fishing at 6:30 a.m. (NO EXCEPTIONS).  It is the 
contestant’s responsibility to check with tournament officials for start and ending times. Ending time may vary 
because of flights. 

4. REGISTRATION AND ENTRY FEEREGISTRATION AND ENTRY FEEREGISTRATION AND ENTRY FEEREGISTRATION AND ENTRY FEE: Mailed Entries fee is $150.00 per team which includes big bass.  Mailed entries must 
be postmarked no later than (7) days prior to the tournament date to be eligible for early entry. On-line registration 
cut off is (5) days to prior to tournament date. On-site registration will be open from 2:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. Saturday 
prior to the tournament. On site entry fee is $150.00. One (1) Team member mustmustmustmust check-in the team at registration. 
Failure to register during the prescribed hours will result in a 1 pound penalty for the team weight. No Exceptions.  
It is your responsibility to check the agenda.  

5. SAFETYSAFETYSAFETYSAFETY: Safe boat conduct must be observed at all times by tournament competitors. During the official practice 
and tournament hours, each competitor is required to wear a Coast Guard approved chest type life preserver. This 
life preserver must be worn anytime the combustion engine is operating. The preserver must be strapped, snapped or 
zippered securely and maintained in that condition until the competitor reaches his fishing location and the 
combustion engine is shut off.  Tournament officials have the right to delay or cancel the start of an official 
tournament day because of bad weather or other factors that would endanger the safety of the competitors.  

6. SPORTSMANSHIPSPORTSMANSHIPSPORTSMANSHIPSPORTSMANSHIP: Contestants are expected to follow high standards of sportsmanship, courtesy, safety and 
conservation. Any infraction of these fundamental sporting principles may be deemed cause for disqualification. 
During official practice and all tournament hours no competitor shall use alcohol or drugs other than those 
prescribed by a physician. This will be an immediate disqualification. Maximum courtesy must be practiced at all times, 
especially in the vicinity of a non-competitor's boat.  

7. TACKLE AND EQUIPTMENTTACKLE AND EQUIPTMENTTACKLE AND EQUIPTMENTTACKLE AND EQUIPTMENT: Dip nets are allowed. Dip nets cannot exceed 6 1/2 feet in overall length. If fish are 
netted, competitors must net their own, NO EXCEPTIONS.   B.A.S.S. recommends the use of a rubber or vinyl-coated 
net. Only artificial lures may be used. No “live bait” or prepared bait will be permitted, with the exception of pork 
strips, rinds, etc. Only one casting, spin casting, or spinning rod (8ft. max. from butt of handle to rod tip) and reel may 
be used at any on time. All other types prohibited. Other rigs as specified above may be in boat ready for use. However, 
only one is permitted to be in use at any given time. All bass must be caught live and in a conventional sporting 
manner. Anyone guilty of snatching or snagging visible fish will have their day’s catch disqualified. When visible 
fishing all bass must be hooked inside the mouth and must be verified by your partner before unhooking to be a legal 
fish. No gaffs may be used to boat a bass or be permitted in the boat at any time. The use of grippers in landing bass is 
prohibited.  



8. HORSEPOWER REGULATIONS:HORSEPOWER REGULATIONS:HORSEPOWER REGULATIONS:HORSEPOWER REGULATIONS: Maximum outboard motor horsepower for all competitors will be 250hp.   No 
outboard motor may exceed the Coast Guard maximum horsepower rating for the boat it is mounted on.  No altered 
motors to increase the horsepower over the factory rating are allowed.  

9. BOAT AND MOTORBOAT AND MOTORBOAT AND MOTORBOAT AND MOTOR: For the safety of all, boats must be equipped with some type of ignition kill switch. This device 
must be attached to the driver any time the combustion engine is operating. All boats must be 15ft or more in length. 
No raised platforms or decks higher than the gunnels are allowed. An electric trolling motor may be used for 
positioning only. No trolling for the purposes of fishing. No bladder or auxiliary gas tanks that were not installed 
by the boat manufacturer are permitted. No stick steering boats permitted to be used. Each contestant being 
considered a boater is expected to make that boat and motor available for tournament use by himself and his daily 
partner. It is the responsibility of the partners to mutually agree on sharing the operational expenses. If they can’t 
agree the tournament director shall make such determinations.  

10. BASIC BOAT EQUIPTMENTBASIC BOAT EQUIPTMENTBASIC BOAT EQUIPTMENTBASIC BOAT EQUIPTMENT: Every boat must have all required safety equipment. In addition it must have a 
functional bilge pump and live well space, properly aerated, to adequately maintain a limit of five (5) bass.  

11. “The Team”:“The Team”:“The Team”:“The Team”: One of the Contestants may, by necessity, fish alone if the team entry fee is paid.  However, TBFN 
reserves the right to appoint a non-fishing observer to accompany any single contestant.   Changing partners or 
acquiring another partner is allowed during the course of the tournament season but points earned by the “team” 
prior to the change or acquisition of a new partner will be discarded.  A “Team” can consist of only one individual, but 
full entry fee and both individual championship fees must be paid. 

12. PERMITTED FPERMITTED FPERMITTED FPERMITTED FISHING LOCATIONSISHING LOCATIONSISHING LOCATIONSISHING LOCATIONS: The Tournament Director shall establish Tournament waters. No fishing within 
50 yards of another competitor's boat which was first anchored or secured in a fixed position with the trolling 
motor out of the water. All anchored boats are required to advise any other competitor when such boat believes 
another competitor is close to being within this 50-yard circle. Any area posted off limits or no fishing by state or 
federal officials will be off limits. The live bass release area established by the tournament director will be off 
limits. This area will be announced at the tournament briefing. All angling must be done from a tournament boat.  

13. POLYGRAPH AND PROTESTSPOLYGRAPH AND PROTESTSPOLYGRAPH AND PROTESTSPOLYGRAPH AND PROTESTS: All contestants placing in a money winning position in the tournament will 
automatically be subject to take one or more polygraph tests.  If written protests are filed by a contestant, both 
parties involved in protest are subject to take one or more polygraph test. A written protest must be officially 
submitted to the Tournament Director no later than 15 minutes after final weigh-in on the tournament day or by the 
end of the registration period for protests concerning practice day, and the TX numbers of alleged offenders must 
accompany all protests.  Failure of any contestant to be cleared by the polygraph results and those that do not 
agree to be tested by polygraph may result in disqualification, loss of entry fee and any prizes. 

14. OFFICIAL CHECKPOINTOFFICIAL CHECKPOINTOFFICIAL CHECKPOINTOFFICIAL CHECKPOINT: There shall be only one official check point for check-in in the afternoon. The 
tournament director will designate this point.  Partners must remain together until their fish are weighed.  

15. SCORINGSCORINGSCORINGSCORING: Tournament standings, auxiliary awards and final winners shall be determined by the competitor’s 
catch during the competition days. Only Largemouth, Smallmouth, Spotted, Redeye or Shoal bass will be weighed. The 
limit shall be 5 fish per team per day. At no time shall a competitor have possession of more than the tournament limit. 
Only bass measuring 14” or more when measured on a straight line will count as a legal catch except at lakes where 
the length limit varies (i.e. 16-inch, 18-inch, etc.) Bass presented at weigh-in which fall short of the minimum length 
shall disqualify that day’s catch.  Any bass that appears to have been mangled, mashed or otherwise altered will be 
weighed and credited only at the tournament official’s discretion. Once a team's fish has been measured and counted 
and verified by an official that team may not return to his boat until after his catch has been weighed,  recorded and 
their weigh-in slip signed. Bass must not be placed on a stringer at any time during the tournament.  

16. KILLING YOUR CATCHKILLING YOUR CATCHKILLING YOUR CATCHKILLING YOUR CATCH: Each competitor is expected to keep his catch alive and properly aerated. There will be a 
.25lb penalty for each dead fish presented at the weigh in.  

17. LATE PENALTYLATE PENALTYLATE PENALTYLATE PENALTY: Competitors who are not in the official checkpoint area at the appointed time shall be penalized 
at the rate of 1 pound per minute, to be deducted from the total weight of his catch that day. This will include big 
bass weight. Any competitor more than 15 minute late shall lose all credit for that day’s catch. All fishing must 
cease when that contestant has checked in. After the tournament begins, fishing on tournament water is prohibited 
except during the tournament hours. Exact starting and check-in times will be announced at the tournament briefing.  

18. TIESTIESTIESTIES: Contestants that tie for a place will split the prizes of that and the next lower place. 

19. BIG BASS POTBIG BASS POTBIG BASS POTBIG BASS POT:  If over 50 teams participate in the tournament, officials will pay two (2) places for big bass with a 
60/40 split of the big bass pot. 

20. PRIZE MONEYPRIZE MONEYPRIZE MONEYPRIZE MONEY: By signing the entry form each contestant represents that he or she understands and agrees the 
prize money to be paid may be adjusted based on the total number of entries. Payout will base on one (1) place for 
every seven (7) teams entered in the tournament. 

21. ANGLERS OF THE YEARANGLERS OF THE YEARANGLERS OF THE YEARANGLERS OF THE YEAR: Will receive free entry to the championship and all events for the next season, plus 
custom plaques. (Must pay championship fee and all registration fees for the next year) 

 



 

Texas BASS Federation Nation 

- 50+ Seniors Open Team Tournament - 

July 19, 2009 Lake Belton 

 

Registration Form 

$150.00 per team early registration.  Entries must be postmarked (7/10/09) 

$150.00 per team to register at the tournament 

Boater Name: ________________________________   BASS Member #: ____________________    

Street Address:_____________________________________________________________________ 

City: ______________________________________  State: ____________   Zip:_________________ 

Home Phone: _____________________________  Cell Phone: _____________________________ 

Signature: ____________________________________  Date: _______________________________ 

Birth Date: ___________________________________ (mm/dd/yyyy) 

 

Non Boater Name: ___________________________  BASS Member # _____________________ 

Street Address: ____________________________________________________________________ 

City: ______________________________________   State: ____________  Zip:_________________ 

Home Phone: _____________________________  Cell Phone: _____________________________ 

Signature: ____________________________________ Date:________________________________ 

Birth Date: ___________________________________ (mm/dd/yyyy) 

Having acquainted ourselves with the rules, we herby waive and release all contestants, hosts, 

sponsors and officials from all claims and /or damage incurred in connection with this tournament.  

We further understand that the tournament committee reserves the right to refund a club's or 

contestants entry fee if our application is rejected. Tournament officials decisions are final.Tournament officials decisions are final.Tournament officials decisions are final.Tournament officials decisions are final.    

Mail registration form to ; 

Charles Harkless 

TEXAS BASS FEDERATION NATION 

20910 Moor Lily Ct. 

Spring, TX 77388 

 


