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Moving is stressful – there is no other way to put

it. You’ve got a million things to do and only so much time to get them done.

Before you get overwhelmed, focus on following these six guidelines anytime

you’re moving to a new home. From the essentials into the vital concerns after,

keep these things in mind to ease the transition.





1. Change your address.





As

soon as your move is confirmed, put in an official United States Postal Service change of address request with the date you want your mail to start

coming to your new address. This simple thing will save you a lot of

aggravation once you’re in the thick of moving. 





2. Go over safety measures.





Before moving into a new home, ensure all smoke and carbon monoxide detectors have fresh batteries. Know where your breaker box is and any emergency shut off valves if your home has natural gas. It only takes a few minutes, but it could save a life.
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3. Ask for recommendations for movers, electricians, plumbers, HVAC techs, etc., before you need them.





Before you move, you need to find a moving company to ease the burden! You can ask friends for recommendations or search online to find a reputable mover near you. Cheap Movers Portland, a site that helps people find moving companies in Portland, also recommends comparing rates from multiple moving services, requesting an in-home estimate, and checking a company’s licensing information before hiring. 





After the move, you’ll need another group of service providers. Ask your realtor, new neighbors, co-workers, anyone familiar with your new neighborhood who the best providers of common home services (like lawn maintenance, plumbers, etc.) are immediately upon moving in. It is wise to plan and have all their contact information before you find yourself needing them. Don’t wait, and then panic during an emergency, to have your service provider contact information at the ready.





4. Set up utilities.





Call ahead and plan to have your utility services started on the first day you’ll be living in your new home. It should be reasonably simple to find out who the providers are at the new address by asking around. You’ll need to contact the assigned electric, cable, internet, water, and natural gas (if applicable) ahead of time so you won’t be living in the dark.
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5. Change the locks.





It’s a great idea to install brand new locks on all the entryways in your new home. It ensures that only you and those you authorize have the keys to your home. Arrange any home security measures, such as monitoring and alarms, at the same time, to ensure safety and protection within your new abode.





6. Don’t forget your vehicles.





Every

state requires you to change your license and registration for

your vehicles. Some states require this change within ten days; others give you

30 days or more. No matter how long your state allows to change your

information, the sooner you get it taken care of, then better. Many people get

so caught up in moving house that they tend to forget there is more to the move

than household goods. 





In

conclusion, these tips can help make your move smooth and ease much of the

stress that comes along with such a significant change. By planning ahead and

knowing exactly what needs to be done, you’ll have a head start on enjoying the

comfort of your new home. Happy moving!
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				From bubble wrap and tape to packing peanuts and markers, the cost of moving can add up if you have a lot of things to haul. The cost of boxes, in particular, tends to add up quickly, with small sizes costing an average of $1 and large costing double that. For a studio apartment, this […]
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				Moving isn’t fun, but by avoiding the six mistakes listed below, you can make your move easier and your unpacking process much simpler.

1) Moving Too Much

Moving is a great time to purge things you no longer use. If you have time, sell as much as you can or donate whenever possible. Get receipts for tax savings.

2) Spending Too Little

Don’t use borrowed or discarded boxes. Purchase new whenever possible, especially for heavy things or if you’re going to be stacking them in the moving truck. Borrowed boxes having probably already been shipped once and are not as sturdy as you need, and will not be of uniform size and may create dangerous, wobbly towers in the truck More importantly, paying for your boxes will make you more mindful of how many of your belongings you really need to move.

3) Spending Too Much

Bubble wrap and packing paper can quickly add up if you use them for everything. Instead, start with your linen cupboard. Everyday dishes and ordinary household items can be wrapped in layers of linens to keep from banging around. Of course, your precious objects are worth the expense of bubble wrap. Also, make sure that your fragile items are the last thing on and the first thing off the truck.

4) Forgetting To Use Your Luggage

One of the simplest things you can do to make your move easier is to put your luggage to work. Everyone in the household will need a suitcase assigned to them. In that suitcase, place toiletries, bedding, a couple of towels, and a few changes of clothes. If you can, try to wad a pillow in there as well on the morning of moving day. When you get to your new home, everyone will at least have somewhere to sleep, the necessaries for a bath and clean clothes.

5) Paying Someone Else To Pack Your Belongings

To paid movers, your precious objects are a job. To you, Aunt Annie’s antique tea set is priceless. Hire a babysitter, take some vacation time and pack your own belongings. If you run out of time and must hire a moving company to do the packing, make sure they are licensed and insured!

6) Driving Your Own Moving Truck

If you’ve never driven a large truck before and are afraid about safely getting yourself, your family and your belongings across the country, pay someone to drive the truck. It is possible to hire a moving company for a transport-only option.

Yes, it’s an added expense. However, frightened drivers can make bad decisions, and bad decisions behind the wheel of a large and unwieldy moving truck can be catastrophic. In this case, your safety is an investment!

[image: ]

Final Thoughts

Moving is more than taking everything you own from Household A into Household B. By carefully monitoring exactly what you want where in your new home, you can go to work selling or discarding things that no longer serve you and your family.
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				Many people dread moving because it can be extremely exhausting, stressful, and costly. There is a myriad of considerations and preparations that need to be made, and sometimes the details and solutions are not extremely evident. Here are eight tips that can help ease your moving process. Know/establish your budget Choose your location wisely Check […]
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